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Moving Forward Safely 
Committee for the Safe Mobility of  Older Persons (ANB60)

Transportation Research Board 

November 17, 2016 

To ANB60 Members and 

Friends -- 

This message from the Chair 

(hello from the far right) looks 

back on another successful 

mid-year meeting in Woods 

Hole, August 1-2, 2016, and 

welcomes everyone to attend 

and participate in the upcoming TRB Annual 

Meeting, January 8-12, at the Marriott Marquis and 

Washington Convention Center in Washington, 

DC.  

The 2016 mid-year meeting of our committee was 

organized by Katherine Freund, retiring Chair of 

the Subcommittee on Senior Mobility Options 

(ANB60(3)).  Its topic: How to realize the promise of 

information technology to improve alternative mobility 

options for older people, and to gauge the anticipated per-

sonal and public health benefits.  ‘Mobility industry’ 

participants (Bridj, Uber, Lyft, GM) joined advo-

cates for seniors (AARP), researchers, transit      

representatives and others for a 

1½ day discussion that closed 

with a challenge to define TRB 

research priorities to advance 

senior mobility through tech-

nology. I cannot imagine how 

this will not be a dynamic and 

ongoing focus for this subcom-

mittee, and the full committee 

as well.     

Turning to new business…First, a welcome to Lisa 

Molnar as the new Chair of the Subcommittee on 

Senior Mobility Options. While Katherine Freund 

is a tough act to follow, I can think of no one better 

qualified than Lisa to take on this role, and I very 

much look forward to working with her going for-

ward.  An immediate challenge: each subcommit-

tee is required to develop a strategic plan including 

its purpose and what it hopes to accomplish in the 

future over the near- and mid-term; these plans will 

feed into the overall ANB60 Triennial Strategic 

Plan to be submitted next spring.  (con’t page 2)   
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With support from Regeneron Pharmaceuticals, ITNAmerica is 

partnering with 30 volunteer transportation services across the 

country to offer grants for eye health care rides.  The first 10  
partners have already been selected. The organizations are chosen for their quality and compatibility 

with ITN’s standards of service.   
 
For more information, please contact Joe.Warren@ITNAmerica.org.  

 
For more research information, please see Page 6. 

Message from the Chair (con’t) 

Our Committee 

will be represent-

ed in this year’s 

conference pro-

gram in a lecture 

session, Road 

Safety for Seniors 

in Two Societies--

and What Comes Next; a poster session, Older Driver 

and Pedestrian Safety Issues; and a Human Factors 

Workshop, Cognitive Perspectives on Aging Drivers.  

Additional details are provided on page 9 of this 

newsletter. 

Finally, our committee meeting this year will be on 

January 9, Monday morning, in the Marriott  

Marquis Ballroom Salon 7 (M2) at 8:00 a.m.   

This may be a bit early for some, but still much  

better than 8:00 at night!  I hope to see you all 

there, and wish you a wonderful holiday season. 

 

 
   

 
 

                               Chair, ANB60 
 

 

 

 

 

News from the Field: 

Projects, Partnerships & Training 

Grants for Trusted Transportation Partners for  

Eye Health Care Rides 

mailto:Joe.Warren@ITNAmerica.org
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On November 3, 2016, NHTSA researchers were joined by  
experts in the field of law enforcement, older driver licensing, occupational therapy, aging services, and 

mobility counseling to offer input for planned interventions over the next 5-10 years.  NHTSA’s aim is to 
determine how to best identify and serve at-risk drivers, support older drivers through programs and  

technology as well as build realistic transportation alternatives for those who can no longer drive.   
Representing occupational therapy, Elin Schold Davis from the American Occupational Therapy  

Association described the needs of the medically-at-risk driver who require a comprehensive driving eval-
uation to determine their fitness to drive. Dr. Scott Trudeau addressed the barriers to service including 
reimbursement as well as potential so address this at the policy level. Dr. Anne Dickerson then explored 

the potential of meeting the needs of older drivers through both general and specialized practitioners link-
ing with the developing medical review boards to meet the growing medically-at-risk older driver issues.  

Other topics at the one-day meeting included demographics of the older population, NHTSA’s present 
and future research projects aimed to support older drivers, issues for states from the perspective of the 

offices of Governor Highway Safety Programs, law enforcement and driver  
licensing initiatives, and NHTSA’s perspective on connected and automatic  

vehicles.  The day long session can be reviewed at:  http://www.nhtsa.gov/

nhtsa/symposiums/november2016/index.html 

News from the Field: 

     Projects, Partnerships & Training (cont’d) 

Please join us for a Twitter Chat on Monday December 5th at 3:00 pm ET and use  #ODSAWchat.  

Each day will focus on a theme – from planning, to evaluation, to transitioning to the best alternatives.  

Please see: http://www.aota.org/Conference-Events/Older-Driver-Safety-Awareness-Week.aspx. 

 

Get Involved: Facebook, BLOGS, Twitter, schedule an interview with a local paper that week, plan a 
Lunch & Learn at your work, distribute resources at local physicians’ offices. Get the word out in what-

ever way works for you! 
 
If you/your organization would like to contribute content, or would like to become more involved, 

please contact Katie Riley, AOTA Media Relation’s Manager at kriley@aota.org. 

 

Enhancing Safety for Aging Road Users 

http://www.aota.org/Conference-Events/Older-Driver-Safety-Awareness-Week.aspx
mailto:kriley@aota.org
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News from the Field: 

Projects, Partnerships & Training (cont’d) 

 
 

Congratulations to the following  aging driver researchers who have been awarded Fellowship status for 
their expertise and leadership in the field of gerontology: Jerri D. Edwards, PhD, University of South 

Florida; Lisa J. Molnar, PhD, University of Michigan; and Lesley Ross, PhD, Pennsylvania State  
University. 

      New GSA Fellows 

Introduction to Driver Rehabilitation 
 
Course designed for individuals new to the field of 

driver rehabilitation. Topics include: Program  
development, driver training, adaptive driving 
equipment and program documentation. Course 
will also emphasize collaboration with mobility 
dealers and consumers and families. 
 

February 15-16, 2017 

Daytona Beach, FL 
 

Contact ADED: (866) 672-9466 
Register Online: www.aded.net 

15 ADED/1.5 AOTA hours offered 

The Impact of Disabilities, Vision & Aging and their 

Relationship to Driving 
 

Course designed for Driver education and allied health 
professional who wish to apply their knowledge of the 
different types and levels of disabilities to the driving 
task. 
 

 

November 7-8, 2016 

Boca Raton, FL 
 

Contact ADED: (866) 672-9466 
Register Online: www.aded.net 

15 ADED/1.5 AOTA hours offered 

 ADED Continuing Education 

 

 Safe mobility has become of great concern for many users of public transport or even as pedestrians in Urban In-
dia.  A workshop on Travel Safety for the vulnerable population (children, disabled, seniors, and women) was held 
in Kolkata, India in May 2016. Lalita Sen, Professor in the Department of Urban Planning and Environmental 
Policy, Texas Southern University, was invited with Mrs. Abha Negi to present issues of Public Safety in terms of 
accessing and travelling using the public transport vehicles. The Workshop was attended by the local civil engi-
neering and transportation group from Kolkata Municipal corporation, local engineering consultants, and civic 
leaders, and members of IIT Kharagpur Civil Engineering and Transportation Department. The topic of travel 
safety for the public has become of great importance since incidents of accidents, and robberies, and attacks on 
vulnerable population have become more frequent even in crowded major cities.  (con’t page 5) 

      Safety Workshop - Kolkata, India 
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News from the Field: 

Projects, Partnerships & Training (cont’d) 

Safe Mobility has become a topic of great importance in Ur-
ban India. With major constructions of building, and infra-

structure, the density of population and activities both within 
buildings and on the streets, have created many hazards for 

pedestrians and riders of private and public transport vehi-
cles. This combined with historic districts, many over one 

hundred years old, have helped to create extreme hazardous 
environment for the office workers, the clients needing ser-
vices, and the occasional vendors who also compete for at-

tention of buyers for a quick sale of products ranging from 
food to household commodities and clothing. 

 
This inevitably leads to the potential for crashes/collisions between vendors with carts and buyers. As a 

result of these individuals competing for space on a crowded 
side walk (pavement) or roadside, safety can become  
compromised and lead to crashes.  

 
In addition to these, the level of maintenance of the road  

surfaces and the variety of vehicles ranging from hand carts 
to heavy trucks, to over loaded buses, all lead to the  

inevitable crashes.    

 

This project seeks to answer specific re-
search questions about the effects of visual 

scanning training for older drivers and their attitudes toward the training procedures and perceptions of its bene-
fits.  It builds on the NHTSA “Validation of Rehabilitation Training Programs for Older Drivers” project, includ-

ing a central role for Cyndee Crompton, the CDRS responsible for developing the initial version of the scanning 
training program. Ms. Crompton will update and refine her training protocol for this project .Training program 
effectiveness will be indicated if participants who complete the training protocol exhibit improved performance in 
tasks that require monitoring multiple stimuli (e.g., negotiating an intersection or turning left across traffic) from 
pre-test to immediate and delayed (3 months post training) post-test as compared to control (placebo intervention) 
participants. Study participants who complete the visual training protocol will also be asked if they believe the 
training improved their ability to drive safely; if they consider that the training was worth their time and effort giv-
en the perceived benefit; if they would recommend the training to friends; and how much they would pay for such 
training.  Performed by: TransAnalytics, LLC; Principal Investigator: Loren Staplin; Sponsor: National Highway 
Traffic Safety Administration; COR: Dr. Kathy Sifrit 

Safe Mobility in Urban India 

Current Research Initiatives 

Visual Scanning Training for Older Drivers 
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ITNAmerica’s research contract with the CDC using ITNRides data has produced two published articles:  

 
Bird DC. Freund K. Fortinsky RH. Staplin L. West BA. Bergen G.  Driving Self-Regulation and Ride Service  

Utilization in a Multi-Community, Multi-State Sample of U.S. Older Adults.  Traffic Injury Prevention.   

 
Bergen G. West BA. Luo F.  Bird DC. Freund K. Fortinsky RH. Staplin L.  How do older adults transition to 

driving cessation?  Characteristics of transition stages defined by latent class analysis.  Journal of Safety Re-

search.  It will be published as a CDC report in the Journal of Safety Research in 2017.   

 
The first study examined 67,883 ITN rides for 2,661 individuals aged 65+ in 14 states, between April 1, 2010 and 
November 8, 2013 and concluded that older adults are willing to use such ride services for a variety of trips when 

these services aren’t limited to specific types (e.g. medical).  Using the same data set, the 
second study examined driver self-regulation in 729 older adults who used the alterna-
tive transportation service, but were still driving.  Latent class analysis was used to iden-
tify three classes of driving transition (low, medium, and high self-regulation).  The 
study concludes that avoidance of certain driving situations and weekly driving  
frequency are valid indicators for describing driving self-regulation classes in older 
adults.   

Driving Transition Research  

Older Driver Rearview Video Systems 

A 2014 ruling by NHTSA that requires rear visibility technology in all new vehicles under 10,000 pounds 
by May 2018 signifies a major step toward the prevention of deaths and injuries from backover crashes; 

but the anticipated safety gains strongly depend on the extent to which drivers understand and use the 
technology as intended. One group of drivers in particular could realize benefits of rearview video system 

(RVS) technology – older adults. There is evidence of barriers to the effective use of RVS technology by 
older drivers. To overcome these barriers requires both a better understanding of how age and RVS famil-

iarity interact to influence the efficacy with which older drivers can utilize this technology, and the extent 
to which training can improve the performance of unfamiliar older drivers by incorporating a RVS when 
accomplishing various backing maneuvers. The specific research questions addressed in this project are, 
1) How does older drivers’ backing performance when using (standard equipment) inside and outside rearview mirrors 
compare to that using a RVS during different types of backing tasks, in terms of their ability to detect and avoid obsta-
cles? 2) Are the effects similar among drivers in their 60s and those 70 and older, or are they exaggerated among the 

oldest drivers? and 3) Which elements of RVS use are particularly difficult for the participants?  The research team 

will also design, implement, and evaluate a RVS training protocol that focuses on correcting the type of 
errors observed when conducting the performance assessment outlined above.   

 
Performed by: TransAnalytics, LLC; Principal Investigator: Kenneth W. Gish; Sponsor: National Highway  
Traffic Safety Administration; COR: Dr. Kathy Sifrit 

Current Research Initiatives (con’t) 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/27574778
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/27574778
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Dr. Sherrilene Classen, Director of the School 
of Occupational Therapy at the University of 
Western Ontario (UWO), and members of the 
i-Mobile Driving Research Lab, published a 
research study on the development and validi-
ty of the Western University on-road course 
and accompanying assessment. This study, 
Development and Validity of Western University’s 

On-Road Assessment is published in OTJR:  

Occupation, Participation and Health, and is 
accessible online ahead of print. In this study, 
authors report on the main components that 
are crucial for developing an on-road course, 
as well as the initial psychometrics of the 
UWO Road Course indicating face, content, 
and construct validity. As the development 
and psychometrics of on-road courses and 
assessments are rarely reported, this study 
provides guidance for occupational therapists, 
researchers, and other stakeholders in the field 
of driver assessment or intervention, to  
develop an on-road course and determine its  
psychometric properties. 
 
 
For more information about this study contact 
Dr. Sherrilene Classen at sclassen@uwo.ca. 
 

Article Citation: 

 

Classen, S., Krasniuk, S., Alvarez, L., Mo-
nahan, M., Morrow, S. A., & Danter, T. 
(2016). Development and Validity of Western 
University’s On-Road Assessment. OTJR: Oc-

cupation, Participation and Health, Advance 

online publication. doi: 7/1539449216672859 

Development & Validity of  

Western University’s On-Road  

Assessment 

The Fitness-to-Drive Screening Measure©:  

Canadian Resources & Recommendations 

 
The Fitness-to-Drive Screening Measure© (FTDS) is a free, low-
risk online screening tool (www.fitnesstodrivescreening.com) 
that takes approximately 20 minutes to complete. Using care-
giver, friend, or family member responses to 54 driving-related 
items, the FTDS classifies older drivers as at-risk, routine, or 
accomplished driver. According to the classification, caregivers 
are provided with resources and recommendations for next 
steps. The first version of FTDS featured American resources 
and recommendations. Recently, the measure was expanded to 
include a Canadian version of the tool, with Canadian re-
sources and recommendations. The developers were Dr. Sher-
rilene Classen and her team at the University of Western Ontar-
io, via a study involving Canadian stakeholders including occu-
pational therapists, physicians, and certified driver rehabilita-
tion specialists (Classen et al., 2016).  
 
For more information on the Canadian FTDS, contact  

fitnesstodrivescreening@uwo.ca. 
 
Reference: 
 
Classen, S., Alvarez, L., Ferreira, P., J. M., Chen, C. H., Mey-

er, C. K. & Nywening, A. G. (2016). Developing a Canadian-
specific version of the Fitness-to-Drive Screening Measure©. 
OTJR: Occupation, Participation and Health, 36(2) 82–91. 

 

Current Research Initiatives (con’t) 

mailto:sclassen@uwo.ca
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Inter-Rater Reliability Established for Multidisciplinary Evaluators of On-Road  

Assessments for Drivers with Multiple Sclerosis 

The i-Mobile Research Lab, Directed by Dr. Sherrilene Classen at the 
University of Western Ontario, Canada, recently published a study, In-

ter-Rater Reliability of Western University’s On-Road Assessment, in the Ca-

nadian Journal of Occupational Therapy. This study examined inter-

rater reliability of multidisciplinary evaluators for an on-road assess-
ment of healthy controls and medically-at-risk drivers with Multiple 
Sclerosis. Evaluators included an occupational therapist certified driver 
rehabilitation therapist (OT-CDRS) and driving school instructor (DI). 
Outcome measures included Global Rating Score (GRS) by two levels 
(Pass, Fail) and four levels (Pass, Pass with recommendations, Fail re-
mediable, Fail), and Priority Error Rating Score (PES) for most fre-
quently occurring errors. This study established inter-rater reliability and concluded excellent agreement between 
the OT-CDRS and DI evaluating both healthy controls and medically at risk drivers with MS, on each of the three 
outcome measures. Driving evaluators are encouraged to ensure inter-rater reliability exists prior to completing on-
road assessments. 
 
To obtain additional information, contact the principal investigator, Dr. Sherrilene Classen, at sclassen@uwo.ca.  
 

Article citation: 
 
Classen, S., Krasniuk, S., Knott, M., Alvarez, L., Monahan, M., Morrow, S., & Danter, T. (in press). Inter-Rater 
Reliability of Western University’s On-Road Assessment. The Canadian Journal of Occupational Therapy.   

The University of Michigan Transportation Research Institute recently completed the 
first year of a project sponsored by the Alzheimer’s Association to better understand self-
regulation among older adults with and without dementia.  Most studies on self-
regulation have examined samples of relatively high functioning older adults without 

cognitive impairment.  Thus important questions remain about the conditions in which older drivers with Alzheimer’s 
self-regulate their driving, the extent to which they self-regulate, and the potential benefits of self-regulation for older 
adults with Alzheimer’s.  A better understanding of how Alzheimer’s affects self-regulation may help extend the period 
of time in which people with dementia can safely drive as well as ease the transition to non-driving. 
 
The research team, led by Lisa Molnar, is administering the Advanced Driving Decisions and Patterns of Travel 
(ADDAPT) questionnaire and a clinical assessment to 72 drivers age 65 and older.  Two groups of drivers are being 
recruited to participate in the study: 1) drivers with early Alzheimer’s; and, 2) drivers without cognitive impairment.  
Specific study aims are to use the ADDAPT to examine differences in self-regulation between older drivers with early 
stage Alzheimer’s and older drivers without cognitive impairment and, based on these differences, make recommenda-
tions and develop guidelines about the appropriateness of self-regulation for facilitating safe driving and the transition 
from driving to non-driving.  Results will be used to plan a future large scale study.  Data collection is ongoing and en-
rollment has reached approximately 50% of the overall study goal. 

Enhancing Safe Mobility among Older Drivers with & without Dementia 

Current Research Initiatives (con’t) 

From Left: Dr. Liliana Avarez, Melissa Knot, Sarah Krasniuk, 

Dr. Sherrilene Classen, Shabnam Medhizadah 

mailto:sclassen@uwo.ca
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Road Safety for Seniors in Two Societies --  

and What Comes Next - Event 539 
 

Tuesday, January 10, 2017  

8:00 am—9:45 am 

 
Lesley Ross 

Pennsylvania State University 
presiding 

Older Driver and Pedestrian Safety Issues 

Poster Session - Event 744 
 

Tuesday, January 10, 2017 

3:45 pm—5:30 pm 

 
Loren Staplin 

TransAnalytics, LLC 
presiding 

 2017 Transportation Research Board Annual Meeting 

Upcoming Conferences, Meetings & Events 

Cognitive Perspectives on Aging Driver Safety and Mobility Human Factors Workshop 149A 
 

The cognitive status of any driver significantly impacts his/her ability to safely operate a motor vehicle. It is 

estimated that roughly 14% of adults over 70 have some form of dementia, and nearly 1/3 of those over 85. 

Cognitive status also is affected by normal aging, and by a range of diseases that are more prevalent in  

advanced age and the medications used to treat them. This workshop will consider how such age-related 

changes in cognition map onto requirements for safe driving, which measures of cognitive status most 

strongly predict crash risk, and the extent to which the evolving driver-vehicle interface and emerging  

cognitive training/enhancement protocols may tax or enhance the capacity of this heterogeneous group of 

vehicle users as both the next generation of seniors and roadway systems converge.  Related research needs 

will be established collaboratively by all in attendance.  Featured speakers are listed below: 

Sunday, January 8, 2017 

9:00 am—5:00 pm 
 

Presiding:  Jon Antin, Virginia Polytechnic Institute & State University 

The Aging Brain Rich Marottoli, Yale University 

Metrics of Cognitive Fitness to Drive for Older Persons Loren Staplin, TransAnalytics, LLC 

Cognitive Training & Driving Outcomes for Senior Drivers Lesley Ross, Penn State University 

The Moderating Effects of Attention Capacity on Senior Driver Distraction Tom Brijs, Universiteit Hasselt 

An OEM Perspective: Facilitating the Aging Driver Dan Glaser, GM 

The Impact of Dementia/MCI on Driving Safety David W. Eby, UMTRI 

The Aging Driver & Cognition: US DoT Perspectives Kathy Sifrit, NHTSA 
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Visit the ANB60 website at: 

 

http://www.crag.uab.edu/safemobility 

 

 
 

 

 

"The Future is Here: Educating a New Generation of Professionals in Aging Worldwide" is the theme for the 

Association for Gerontology in Higher Education's 43rd Annual Meeting and Educational Leadership  

Conference https://www.aghe.org/events/annual-meeting. March 9-12, 2017 at the Miami Marriott Dadeland 

in Miami, FL. It is the premier international forum for discussing ideas and issues in gerontological and  

geriatric education. Educators, clinicians, administrators, researchers, and students share their experiences, 

expertise, and innovations regarding teaching and learning about aging and older persons. The Opening  

Plenary features a conversation with the Honorable Josefina Carbonell and Dr. Martha Pelaez. Carbonell 

served as the third Assistant Secretary for Aging at the Administration on Aging and is currently the Senior 

Vice President of Long-term Care & Nutrition at Independent Living Systems. Pelaez is a founder and  

consultant for Network Development and Operations at Florida Health Networks, LLC. 

 

Examples of transportation sessions that may be of interest: 

 

"Age Friendly Environment: Age Friendly Transportation" presented by Helen Kerschner 

 

"Seniors Want to Drive: What Gerontologists Need to Know" presented by Anne Dickerson and Elin Schold 

Davis 

 

"Older Driver Education: The Importance of Experiential Learning" presented by Michelle Porter  

Upcoming Conferences, Meetings & Events 
(con’t) 

https://www.aghe.org/events/annual-meeting
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Leonard Cohen, the incredibly gifted and enigmatic poet, writer, and singer, died on No-
vember 7, 2016 at the age of  82.  He personified what it means to age with vitality and 

grace. Leonard Cohen started out as a poet and writer of  prose. He did not become a  

singer-songwriter until his 30’s. Then, as noted in his obituary in the New York Times, 
“over a musical career that spanned nearly five decades, Mr. Cohen wrote songs that  

addressed — in spare language that could be both oblique and telling — themes of  love 

and faith, despair and exaltation, solitude and connection, war and politics” (Larry  
Rohter, November 10, 2016).   

 

I will remember Leonard Cohen for many things. He touched my life not only with his 
breathtaking poetry, prose, and music, but also his graceful and elegant presence. He was 

“vital to the end,” as noted by the Editorial Board of  the New York Times (November 11, 

2016) who went on to say: “… it’s enough to simply marvel at a musician who remained 

creatively vital to the end of  his long life. Mr. Cohen’s new album, You Want It Dark, was 

released just last month, when he was 82. He belongs to a club of  musicians who kept it 

lit until the very end.”  Finally, he was a gentle and compassionate man.  As Liel Leibo-

vitz so eloquently alluded to in his article in Tablet Magazine (November 11, 2016), Mr. 
Cohen had an appetite for kindness that was only sated when everyone around him felt 

their best. Mr. Leibovitz’s final words are a fitting ending: “We are truly fortunate to have 

basked in your warmth, and may we all spend a lifetime proving ourselves worthy  
students of  your wisdom and your grace.”   

 

Lisa Molnar 
 

 
 

Celebrating the Life of Leonard Cohen 
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Contact TRB Committee on Safe Mobility of Older Persons (ANB60) 

 

http://www.crag.uab.edu/safemobility 

Email: safemobility@uab.edu 
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